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Happy the man who ſees a God employ d 
In Arg the and ill that chequer life! 2 
Reſolving all events, with their effects, ; X23 
And manifold reſults, into the will | bn 
| And arbitration wiſe, of the Supreme: | 
Did not his eye rule all thin wo intend 
The leaſt of our concerns (ine from 
The greateſt oft originate,) could _— 
Find place in his dominion, or diſpoſe 
One lawleſs particle to thwart his plan, .. 
Then God might be ſurpris'd, unforeſeen 
if Contingence might alarm him, and difturb 
The oath and oqial den of his affairs, 
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5 5 0 any, who. enquire 7 
reaſon of che we lication, I ſhould 


publiſh, which naſal be! cached. 
11 is my duty to do! the latter, for the in- 
ſtruction of thoſe 'whd have placed them - 
ſelves under my paſtoral care. And when- 
ever it is by their requeſt; and apparently for 
their advantage, I cannot confiſtently with- 
hold the former. With reſpect to the ſub- 
; ſtance of 1 * it cannot juſtly be thought un- 
important. Polemical diſcourſes, however 
ſome n alte to diſregard them, are pro- 
ductive of. immenſe. advantages to the 
Church of Chriſt. By the colliſion of diſ- 
Pw; truth has been freed from thoſe 

„ obſcurities 


iv PREFACE. 


obſcurities which attach themſelves to it, in 
A Es Rb RE ew TW nr PT IIS 

I cannot onecjve, a mg, Juſtly liable 

to be charged with want of free enquiry, 


| becauſe he eſpouſes with warmth a ſyſtem 


: „ 


which has been held for ages. He has en- 
quired well—if he has found” ufficient evi- 
dence of tlie truth of what he defends.— 
Novelty does not appear to be ã proper teſt 
of Rationality." In'Philoſophy, it Has: been 
roved that the ſun moves net round the 
earth; as the ancients believed? Butwe, as 
wWell as them, are ſutisfied by demofiſtra- 


tive proof, that all' che ligt and heat in 


our Hitem, | are derived- from that Alumi- 


nary. We diſcard not the truths' they held, 
becauſe we detect their” errors: Let us do 


ſo in Religion. In the maſs of ſuperſtition, 
which encumbered chriſtianity for ages, we 

may Rill diſcover, glowing with heaven] y Tuſ- 
tre, truths, m their nature eternal. Let us 
aſſort with care the precious gems; ard be- 


ware leſt, in our zeal for the ſuperior in- 


telligence 


telligence of eee age, we 
rejock thidſe doctrines which originate; in 


divine revelation, and are the only ſure guide 


to Eternal Joy. e 


Deer rar 
8 WT | . N 1 ©. 


The coloning, Sermon is only a com- 


pilation, of what has many a time been 


ſaid and written on this ſubject; and is 
printed ſolely: for the uſe, and gratifica- 
tion of thoſe who attend on the Author's 
miniſtry. Many of theſe want both op- 
portunity and inclination to peruſe large 
volumes on ſuch ſubjects; yet may deſire 
to have their minds prepared with -a rea- 
ſonable ſtatement of the truths they pro- 
feſs ; leaſt the temptations to error, ſhould 
aſſault them unarmed, ' 


To 88 the minds of theſe, has * 
my buſineſs, and conſtant aim, for near five 
years paſt ; and, I truſt, this employment 
will continue my only buſineſs, and chief 


pleaſure, during the remainder of my days. 
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| | Acts Iv. 1 
FOR TO Do WHATSOEVER: "THY HAND AND Tay 
COUNSEL DETERMINED BEFORE ro BE DONE. 
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Sten was the view the Xa had | 
of the malice and cruelty exerciſed by Jews and 
Romans in the crucifixion of the Son of God. 
Their ſituation was peculiar, | Their Lord had 
juſt expired in ignominy, and contempt. T hey 
had ſeen him betrayed by a traitor—bound as a 
criminal—inſulted as a ſlaye—and condemned as a 
vile malefactor. They had witneſſed the torrents 
of blaſphemy, and execrations poured on him by 
the multitude, as he aſcended to Calvary, where he 
was. baſely murdered ; being nailed to the croſs 
between two thieves. And, as if nothing could ſa- 
tiate his blood-thirſty foes, he was, even there, de- 
. nied that pity, which the moſt iniquitous of the 
human race, claim in the hour of their ſufferings, 
under the hand of juſtice. Scolfs, » were added to 
af "BS | 1 
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dicted with 
their confidetice in that God, Who, in the midſt of 


8 The immutable Counſels of Jebovab. 


the horrors of death; and after the ſtroke of death 
was paſt, an inſulting attendant thruſt a ſpear into 
his heart. In all this, there was a great deal of 

wanton cruelty, and the moſt exorbitant wicked - 
neſs. Devils, were the inſtigators of ſuch an hor- 
5 rid proceeding ; and the vileſt of men were the 


inftruments of theſe enormities. But the apoſtles 
reconciled their troubled minds to all that had tranſ- 
pired, by conſidering, that they had only done what 
the Lord's hand and counſel had determined before to 
be done. The very ſame reaſoning, could reconcile 
them to, and ſupport them under, all the trials 
they themſelves had -met with; and which yet ſtood . 
before them, in formidable array. Indeed, J can- 
not canceive how a man who denies, or even doubts 
of the decrees of God, determining all events, could 
have ſuſtained the amazing load of calamity and 
grief, which fell to the apoſtles ſhare, They 


had an unfailing ſource of conſolation. They 


could go to that throne of grace, to which the op- 
preſſed never ſeek in vain: They could advert to 
thoſe ſcriptures, Where all theſe events were pre- 
ral exactneſs: "2; hey could place 


ſeeming confaſion, makes men and devils only in- 
ſtruments to, effect his defigns. . his, they not 
only could da, but they did, (Ver. 24. 1 They 


2 lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and 


« faid, Lord, thou art. God, which haſt made hea-. · 
ec yen and earth, and the ſea, and all that in them 
is who, by the N of thy ſervant David, 

© haſt 


The immutable Counſels of Febovah. 9 
c: haſt ſaid; Why did the heathen rage, and the 
* people imagine vain things? The kings of the 
te earth ſtood up, and the rulers were gathered to- 
« gether againſt the Lord, and againſt his Chriſt, 
e For of a truth, againſt thy holy child Jeſus; whom 
be thou haſt anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pi- 
late, with the Gentiles, and the people of Iſrael, 

were gathered together, for to do whatſoever thy 
dc hand and thy counſel determined“ before to be 
« done.” This latter aſſertion of the apoſtles, may 
ſerve as a ſolution to every other dark and difficult 
providence, which we meet with, either on the page 
of hiſtory, or in our own experience, and relative 
concerns among our fellow- creatures. It is the 
chriſtians priviledge, to look above all ſecond cau- 
| ſes; and while the minds of others are filled with 
perturbation and diſtreſs, to ſay, Is there evil in 
. the cu and the Took ati: not = IE A627 


| . e the _ uſed in * 5 original, cguites, 2 
L IO, Prius definio, praedeſtino, praefinio; Dawson, prius definio; 
| and ParKnHuRST, to decree, ordain before - hand, foreappoint. All 
which means a great deal more than merely an alluſion to the various pro- 
pheſies of the Old Teſtament, concerning the ſufferings of Chriſt, For, 


although the language of propheſy ſpake of Chriſt's ſufferings ; 3 yet, 


propheſy could not be ſaid to PREDESTINATE, APPOINT, and PRE- 
| SCRIBE THE MEASURE, or BOUNDS of thoſe ſufferings; yet, all 
this is implied in the original text. Beſide, the ſcripture, elſewhere 
ſpeaks of the ſufferings of Chriſt, as foreordained © before the founda- 
tion of the world. 1 Pet. i. 20. nn will apply this to 
N | | | 


I inſerted this note, 5 for all — are ever laying the 
axe of abſurd eritieiſm, at the root of Truth. 


With 


— 
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With a deſigu to eſtabliſh your hearts i in a doc- 
trine ſo ſalutary, as that implied in the words of 
our text, J have choſen it to afford a ſubject for 
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 doArine ieſelf, 


bor preſent diſcourſe... The doctrine 1 is, THE 1M- 


MUTABLE RECBEHS on Gov. 


* 


50 NB % I ſhall atten. to banane dodtrine. 


| 
[i „ Cophiler the objeftions which are e 
againſt | it, "Nay eee The 
1 m. Sber⸗ what prodtical inferences may 5 be 
{1 1 FG d from i oy ee 


| Firſt, 11 us aaenpe an exphnaon 6 of he 


05 alas 8 
Moſt . are e es 3 s- | 
ment and many of the doctrines of the goſpel; have 


itt been traduced as abſurdities, for want of clear de- 
| | | finitions, which might have obviated the ſeeming 
iff difficulties that attend them. Perhaps, no conciſe 
11 definition of this doctrine can be clearer, than that 
| 1 g we teach-our children, in the Aſſemblies Catechiſm. 
ilt What are the decrees of God?“ A. The de- 
ity « crees of God, are his eternal purpoſe according 
| 4 < to the counſel of his will, whereby, for his own 
if glory, he hath fore-ordained whatſoever comes 
[ 4 ce to pals.” 

T3 

j [/ This ſhort view of the ſubject, compriſes all 
1 that is needful to be underſtood and received; 

| | | i and 


The immutable Counſels of Jehovah. 11 


and may, undoubtedly, be eſtabliſhed on the firm 
Fon Argh. of che ſcriptures of truth. 


"The 423 of Cod are acl Wh FEW 
| Jehovah hath purpoſed, and fixed to be done; has 
been ſo purpoſed and fixed from eternity. He is 
immutable. © Of one mind, and none can turn 
« him.” If it could ever be proved, that there 
was a period, when the Lord adopted a reſolution, 
which before had not made a part of his counſels; 

it would at.once overthrow the doctrine of his un- 
changeableneſß: that is, it would undeify him. We, 
who are too ignorant to foreſee future events; and 
too weak to execute all our purpoſes—may ſee fit, 
frequently to alter our deſigns, But him, who is 
conſummately perfect, in wiſdom and power, is 
under no ſuch neceſſity. If God, therefore, cannot, 
conſiſtent with his own nature, change his deſigns 
and he has been eternally, what he is now—a ſelf- 


exiſtent, and all- wiſe being—it follows, of courſe, 


chat his decrees muſt be eternal, as himſelf, No 
growth i in knowledge, no change of will, are admiſ- 
ſible in him. Every thing of chis kind, implies 
imperfection, which comports not with the dignity 
of our God. Therefore, when an inſpired writer 
refers to the Lord's purpoſe, as the origin of the 
_ Chriſtian's priviledges, he calls it (t his eternal pur- 
ce poſe.” Epheſc iii. 2. And to fay, that God from 


— 


all eternity, fore-knew whatſoever ſhould come to 


paſs, but that he did not decree them, ſo as to make 
their exiſtence infallibly certain, is to contradict a 
truth, 
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12 The immutable curgſis of Jehovah. 


truth, which is capable of demonſtration. God 
could not fore-know the exiſtence of any thing, 


the exiſtence of which was not made previouſly 


certain; elſe, inſtead of foreknowled e, it would 


dwindle igto a deluſive expectation 0 what might 
never come to paſs. There was no being but 
himſelf, who could make any future occurrence 
infallibly certain; therefore, he muſt have done 
this in his counſel and decree, elle, they never could 
have been objects of his fareknowledge. | Hence 
we read in AFs ii. 23, © The determinate counſel 
ce and foreknowledge of God.” Where the fore- 
knowledge of God is placed in order, after his 
decree, which determined the occurrence he fore: 


knew, 7 5 1 


* 1 


* $ Wo ” Ln tin * * x, * 
4 SF +3 45 da 15 2 


boy be Decrees of G God beef AF Obits The | 
ſmalleſt—as well as the largeſt. Thoſe that are of 
greater magnitude, and importance; and thoſe 
which are leſſer, and more inſignificant. He not 
only fixed the dates, and circumſtances, of the moſt 
material incidents, predicted in revelation, or te- 
corded on the page of hiſtory ;—ſuch- as the revo- 
lutions of ſtates, or deſtruction of kingdoms; but 
all individuals are preſcribed their bounds and 


ſtations. Does not the apoſtle aſſert as much as 


this? e And hath made, of one blood, all nations 5 


« of men, for to dwell on all the face of tlie earth, 


te and hath determined the times before appointed, 
<« and the bounds of their habitation.” Ad xvii. 
26. It is not, as ſome think, derogatory to the 

glory 


The immutable Counſels of Jebovab. 3 


glory of God, to ſtoop to notice and to fix the 
meaneſt affairs of men: Rather, it is eſtabliſning 
his glory, as the ſupreme Is of all . 
and POT of all events. 


When men Wande a great Sat, it is common 
for them to fix only on ſome of the leading fea- 
tures of their general plan; ,and determine with 
preciſion, on a few incidents which cannot well. be 
omitted 7 leaving the reſt to be filled up at the mo- 
8 as the circumſtances of the time may admit 

But what is this, but an acknowledgement 
— ſhort-ſighted human nature is? We know 
not what a day may bring forth! therefore, we 
cannot. i certainly, on the minutiæ of our 
neſs, "hs fall of i an empire, and the exiſtence of a 
worm. There is nothing ſo great, as to be above 
his controul: nothing ſo diminutive AS to 9 be hid 
from bis notice. 


3 There's not a ſparrow or a wo th 
„ But's found in his decrees z © + 
; « He raiſes monarchs to the throne, | 
c And ſinks them when he pleaſe.” 


Sad often adverts to this, in his word, to con- 

vince men of the horrid folly, and impiety of de- 
parting from him. I have declared the former 
« things from the beginning; and they went forth 
« out of my mouth, and 1 ſhewed them: I did 
< them ſuddenly, and they came to paſs. Becauſe | 
<1 1 that thou _ obſtinate, and thy neck is 


ce an 


1 14 The immutable Counſels of Jebovab. 
e an iron ſinew, and thy brow braſs ; I have, even 
cc from the beginning, declared it to thee; before it 
e came to paſs I ſhewed it thee ; left thou ſhouldeſt 
| « ſay mine idol hath done them.“ Jaiab xlviii. 
5 3, 4, 5. But there is a paſſage which more di- 
rectly aſſerts the truth I am contending for. Are 
* not two ſparrows fold for a farthing? and one o 
ee them ſhall not fall to the ground without your + 
ce father. But the very hairs of your head are all 


1 « numbered. Matt. x. 29, 30. And this is ſpoken 
i by him, who, on account of his perfect knowledge 
i. of the eternal purpoſes of God, i is 39. v to > be © cc in 
Wt! & the boſom of the Father.” 1 

i: "= might be alſo urged—thar ſmall events, Hive i 
|: ſometimes ſuch an influence on larger ones, that the 
it certain exiſtence of theſe, could not be enſured, 
js * without the previous fixing of thoſe. In a large 
1 machine, it is not the grand end of the artiſt that 
Ih a certain ſmall wheel ſhould move in ſuch a direc- 
N tion; but it is neceſſary he ſhould order it fo to do, 
Us that the larger works might not fail to produce 
* their effect. FA this to the deſigns of God. 

+: 

itt | His "TER are the invariable rule of bis govern- 
5 - That all worlds art ſubject to the authority 
0 and power of God, no wiſe man will ever diſpute. 
{1 The reins of government are in his hand. Nor 
it's may his government be called an arbitrary one; 
1 for whatſoever he doth, is according to a wiſely- 
5 ordained plan. His will, is, undoubtedly, the law 
4 5 which 
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The immutable Connſels of Jehovah. 15 
which regulates his conduct; but then, it is not as 
with us, the capricious reſult of a moment's reflec- 
tion, but it is his eternal will. And, agreeably to 
the perfect wiſdom and rectitude of his nature, he 
wills that which 1 is, upon the whole, infinitely wiſeſt 
and beſt. And in the execution of that will, he 
is not thwarted by men or devils. Nay, every 
thing they do, contributes to forward his deſigns. 
And while their intentions may be to impede the 
progreſs « of his works, and maintain hoſtilities with 
him; he makes them his reluctant ſlaves, and forces 
them to accompliſh his purpoſes. Whatever irre- 
gularity and confuſion may appear, in the myſtical 
workings of Providence, to a ſuperficial obſerver ; 
we may lay. of them, as à poet ſays of the ſtarry 
firmament, they are © then moſt regular, when 
« moſt irregular they ſeem”. Tyrants, may- raife 
their heads with, bluſtering pride, above their fellow 
worms, and vainly ,imagine themſelves the lords 
of creation; but their ambition, rapacity, and pride, 
are ſubſervient to the accompliſhment of his pre- 
concerted plan. He changes not his rule, to ac- 
commodate any of his creatures. Nor doth he ſuf- 
fer the wild ſchemes of mortals, to interfere with 
his operations, And, however hard it may be to 
account for the ſin, error, and devaſtation which 
8 has taken place in this world; yet, we may reſt 

aſſured, that theſe, with every thing cle, are ac- 
cording to'the counſel of his will. Even the hell- 
iſh broils, and lavage fe erocity of ſome of the chil- 
dren of men, are in perfect conformity to his de- 
| erees, 


crees, and. r b —— his Barely 11 b he 
« wrath of man ſhall praiſe thee ; and the remainder 
ce of man 's wrath ſhale en reſtrain * dk bexvi. 
e.. : Of 5 "Sen 
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"Every. TERS grober the Jubjet. We are, urging. 
It is rational that God, from whom all bejng, life, 
and motion ſprings, ſhould determine on all the 
| conduct, and final iſſue of the works of his hands. 
Nor is it in the leaſt reaſonable, that he ſhould 
create at random, or goverh 'the univerſe, in an 
vncertain way. . 
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1 is e The Bible every where MAY 
ſents God as the firſt cauſe of all things. He har- 
dened the heart of Pharoah; and opened | that of 
Lydia. And Known unto God are all his works, 
from the beginning? As xv. 18. This know- . 
ledge, as 1 have already ſhewn, Tours his decree. 


The chene if Ged, proves this doftrine. 
It is impoſſible to maintain, on good grounds, the 
omnipotence, omniſcience, and unchangeableneſs of 
God (however neceſſary theſe are, to. conſtitute 
his Deity) b weine this ne of N 
decrees. sE Sw... HC rg 2 


The Redemption of Men 27 Cri, proves it. 
There every thing is declared to be in conſequence 
of the divine decree. The perſon. of the Re- 
deemer himſelf—the perſons redeem ed—the mode 


and N of that redemption are all faid to X 
| be 
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be the reſult of the divine counſels. And a man 
mult be totally blind, or obſtinately 8 who! 
reads bis bible, and denies ſo plain A fakt. | 


Having toes dh ſired this aint in mas 


| way in which you are accuſtomed to hear it glanced, 


at; ic follows, Tt 1 af 4 


' Secondly, ro Ay the objeons which are 
"pale wand, n it. | | 


* ould not deſcend, 155 low, as to notice all 1 — | 
petty cavils of infidels ; even if I were capable of 
calling . them all to mind. There is no peculiarity * 
of the goſpel, but may be  ſneered at by them, 
who, with all their affected regard to a free and 
unbiaſſed enquiry, are led away by the moſt ſu- 
perficial reaſoning, and commit their judgment to 
the direction of deluded teachers. But! it is eaſier 
to ſneer, than refute. However, it muſt be ac- 
knowledged, there are ſome objections to this doc- 
trine, which carry with them a ſeeming. weight, 
and demand a clear inveſtigation. And if the 
doctrine we have ſtated, be true, there! is no rea- ; 


ſon to fear engaging in the taſk. 


Some obj ect, This fatement entirely takes away 


human freedom, and reduces man ta a mere machine, 


whoſe actions are worthy of neither praiſe, nor Blame; 
inaſmuch as be is under the neceſſity of org” this, 
or that, cobelbher be wil # not. MM 
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This en appears forcaidable and it is. 
of. importance that it be well conſidered. Here 
then let it; be determined, what that freedom of 
our nature is, which we ought to contend. for. 
It is to be feared, ſome have confounded the ideas 
of freedom, and independence. If, in order to be 
free, it is meant, that man ſhould not live under 
the immediate influence of the ſupreme being ;— 
that he have no bias or inclination either to ſin or 
holineſs, but be obliged to conſider them both as 
things equally indifferent, previous to his choice and 
purſuit of either; and that he ſhould depend upon 
none but himſelf, for the exerciſe and command of 
his will and inclinations ; this is Independence, in 
ſtead of Freedom. This unhinges all the work of 
God; ſeparates man from his maker; and breaks 
the beauteous chain, by which creation is linked to- 
gether. The higheſt angel in glory i is not thus free. 
On the contrary, every creature is perfectly depen- 
dent upon God; not only for its exiſtence, but for 
its mode of operation: and; to ſuppoſe otherwiſe, 
is to contrive a ſcheme the moſt evil and undeſirable, 
and productive of the worſt conſequences. True 
human freedom, conſiſts ſolely in the exerciſe of 
will, choice, or inclination; and gratifying theſe in 
all poſſible caſes. Nor can we, upon ſerious reflec- 
tion, form any other idea of moral freedom, than 
that of liberty to chooſe, or refuſe, what addreſſes 
itſelf to our underſtanding with the appearance of . 
good or evil. This freedom we are all. conſcious. 
we poſſeſs. The moſt wicked character who dwells 


— 
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upon the globe, muſt acknowledge that his fins are 
practiſed in conformity to his inelination and de- 


fires; and with the full bent of his will: and even 
moral -goodnefs; although it is that ro which our 


will is naturally averſe, and from which our minds 85 


conſtantly revolt, till regenerated by divine grace; 
yet then we do not accede to, or practiſe it, under 
an uneaſy conſtraint, or againft our inclination ; for 
God hath ſo ordered it, in his wiſe counfels, that 
at the time of his peoples converſion, the impreſ- 
ſions made upon their minds from external cir- 
curnftances, as well as by the immediate energy of 
the Holy Spirit, ſhould produce a radical change 
in their will: fo that now they chogſe holineſs, 
which once they abhorred, and dire to love "a 
ſerve God. © Thy people Of willing in the do 
ce ind. thy Wt Pfa, cx. 3 


Thus tas dovrody of God 8 not « bind men tq 
Y whether they will or nat; hut rather confirms 
the freedom of their will, as we have explained al- 
ready: nor would it be certain that man ſhayld 
* be free, had not the counſels of God fo fixed 

And can it be ſaid, with the leaſt propriety,” 
| = goodneſs is leſs good for being foredetermined; 
and evil leſs evil becauſe its exiſtence was not left 
at uncertainty ? No, their nature is the ſame ; and 
the parties fo acting are accordingly implicated, i in- 
0 as they act with the full conſent of their 


8 2 | will 
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will, and agreeably to their own inclination*. | 
b believe this ſtatement is perfectly conſiſtent wich 
4 the views of the greateſt and beſt of men, both 
ancient and modern, on this ſubject; and with 
| (what is of ſtill more weight with apes the bleed 
| word of D 


It is again obj ected, That this docrine repre- 
ſents God as the author of in; inaſmuch as in con- 


1 

[ ſtitutes, not merely a part, but the greateſt part by 
far, of the actions and concerns of men. If it be 

6 | meant. in oi ar 7 that We: delten un m 

6 2 „ bake this may receive "Toy" in the opinion of Ss per- 


ſons, from the following paſſage.—< The ſoul, or intelle&, depends on 
« its ideas, for the determination of its volitions : elſe it would will 
6 as a blind man walks, at a venture, and in the dark. Thoſe ideas 
de are the daughters of ſenſation ; and can deduce their pedigree. from 
« no other quarter. The embodied ſoul could have no idea of fo 
* much as a tree, or a blade of graſs, if our diſtance fiom thoſe bo- 
© dies had been ſuch, as to have precluded their reſpective forms from 
ec occurring to the eye. The ſenſes, therefore, are the channels of 
«all our natural perceptions. Which ſenſes are entirely corporeal : 
* as is the brain alſo, that grand centre to which: all their impreſſions 
te are forwarded, and, from. whence they immediately act upon the 
* immaterial principle. Theſe corporeal ſenſes receive their impreſ- 
0 fions from the preſence, or impulſe of exterior beings. And every one 
of thoſe. exterior beings is dependent, en and for _— 
cc ton, on God moſt High!“ | 


To PLADY on Chriſtian and Philoſophical Neceſſity. 


5 If this be true, who does not perteive that mankind may be as 
free as it is in the nature of 2 to be; and yet be continually 


Lf 1 


have 
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have dectted” the exiſtence, quantity, and conſe- 
quences of fin ; I muſt frankly acknowledge, that 
I firmly believe ſuch a poſition; from a conviction 


of its conſiſtency with reaſon and ſcripture. If 


there can be any thing exiſting in the univerſe, 


not depending on the divine will and counſel; it, 


— 


an 


or what is the firſt cauſe of i it, muſt be a ſelf-ex- 


iſtent, independent, being. Two ſuch beings « can- 


not exiſt: for whatever is ſo, muſt be God. To 
ſuppoſe Jehovah can have a rival, equal with him- 
felf in any one of his perfections, i is abſurdity: and, 


to ſuppoſe that either ſin, or Satan, are that rival, 


is Vlalphemy. Sin could not be the cauſe of itſelf; 


the fame thing the cauſe, and the e. ür could 


2» any being produce it, unleſs God had decreed them 


as the inſtrument for this purpoſe; which implies 
in it, the decreeing of the exiſtence of ſin. God 
forbid ! that we ſhould,” for the ſake of lefſening 


2 ſeeming difficulty, ſet up an infernal power in 


competition with himſelf.” Some heathen of old, 


did believe in two Gods; the one the author of all 


good, the other the fource' of all evil. But we be- 
lieve only in one God; from whom all things do 
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© Gai: a8 à vile \ MArdiniene,” has + pieced fin, 


_ calamity, and death in this lower world; but it is 


obvious, he could not have ſo done in oppoſition 
we” the decretive will of God. Nor is ſuch a 


9 | 13 . view 


thus it ſhould be. Exodus iv, 22. (e will "harden 
« his beart, that he ſhell not let the people go.” Ac: 
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view of this ſubject merely ſupportable by reaſon ; 
for we have many facts recorded in ſcripture, which 
prove that God does decree, thoſe actions, which 
in the men who. commit them are exceedingly fin». 
ful. Conſult the inſtance of Pharoah. 3c Who does 
not ſee a monſtrous. ſyſtem of impiety in his treat- 
ment of Iſrael? Behold his cruelty, and rigor.— 


With what ſovereign contempt does he ſpeak of | 


Jehovah ? © po is the Lord,.. that I ſhould obey 
cc e bim PP”, How ſigut-hearted i in the migſt of a awful 


pentances J Can bell itſelf more. hat, equal 9 75 


„ 4 


ſolent wickedneſs ? ? But yet the Lord, from. the 
beginning of that event, declared his purpoſe, that 


cordingly,. when the events took place, we find i it 
repeatedly recorded . Ard the Lord hardened 
e Pharoab's heart.” Though it is remarkable, 


that in the ſame connection it is ſaid, that « Pha- 


e roab bardened his” own ** heart 425 1 ſuppoſe to 


thew, that while this was done i in conformity to 
God's determination, i it was alſo. 1 in perfect coinci- 
dence with Pharoah's will and i inch 


In the circumſtance which our text and its con- 
nection refers to, we have another inſtance which 
corroborates, and confirms this truth. Jeſus was 
crucified, with every mark of wanton crueky, and 
* barbarity; yet the actors in . bloody 


ſcene | 
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ſcene only did what the Lord's hand and counſel 
had determined before to be done: and as a proof 
of this, his prophets had, in every age, previous 
to che coming of the Meſſiah, ſpoken of theſe-ſut- 
ferings in language unequivocal, and almoſt ſuffi- 
ciently clear for an hiſtorian of the event. This 
we have enlarged upon already at the beginning 
of the diſcourſe. I will juſt mention, that the riſe 
and progreſs of Antichriſt, though. marked with 
every ſpecies of impiety, and blaſphemy ; was a 
part of the divine counſels. (1 Thefſ. 11.) it is 
called, «Man of fin,” « Myſtery of iniquity,” 
tt Son of perdition, Working of Satan, and 
a variety of other phraſes to ſhew the deteſtablc 
eos of that horrible apoſtacy ; and then it is added, 
that . Got Hall Jend them this firong delyfion, that 
6c They ſhould Pelieye a hi Gy &c. 3 


Indeed, the e 0 is full of ie: of this 


1 unt; and alchough I have ſelected theſe paſſages 
for our preſent purpoſe, there are many others 
equally as ftriking in the inſpired volume. All 


the icontlufion I deſire to draw from this, 1s, that 
the exiſtence and actings of fin, as well as every 
thing elſe, made a part of the divine counfel and 
decrees. Therefore, to object to the doctrine on 
this account, is juſt as reaſonable as to ſay, I will 
© not believe the doctrine of Ged's abſolute de- 
© crees; becauſe it repreſents him as -decreeing all 
things. It might be anſwered, * And why not 
b, . as well as any thing # 1 
"WS | You 
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Fou vill eaſily ſee that this reaſoning. applies 
to the firſt ſin by which man fell, as well as to any 
after act of tranſgreſſion. 1 expect, indeed, ſome 
one to be ready to fay, © Is not this very ſhocking 
© and awful : ? it not dreadful impiety, thus to lay 
evil at the door of Deity ?' | No If it can be 


| proved true, it cannot be impious; andd if it is 


worthy of God, it is falſe i in us to To 
nounce it ſhocking, in 0 atone ih; 


Ex SE £37 1 * wy 


"Hyman feelings are not to be the telt of di- 
vine truth ; elſe the torments of the damned 1270 
part of ſcripture tellimony. 18 f is obvious, that i in \ this 
way moſt miſtakes, in Religion, as well as in other 
things, have ariſen, But the ſeeming gloom which 
attends this ſubject of opr ſpeculation, ſobſides, 
by conſidering the ſuperabounding good, which 


the permiſſion of evil into this ſyſtem has been the 


occaſion of. If God is more glorified, and the 
true nature and perfections of Deity more abun- 
dantly diſplayed in this conſtitution of things, than 
they could be by any other; then, inſtead af it 
being ſhocking to aſſert this doctrine, it will prove 
to a friend of God highly ſatisfactory and conſola- 
tory. The ſufferings of Chriſt were a great evil, 
but God choſe it, for the good which. ſhould 
thereby be produced. And it is capable of de- 


monſtration, that the evils which have been intro- 
duced into the world, under the moral govern- 


ment of God, have produced overbalancing good; 
and 
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and a greater. proper of Med to all Oy 
beings, 


But i it is enquired again, by way of objedtion, 
F Does. not. this ſtatement tend to exculpate ſinners 2 
This 1 have already anſwered, by ſhewing that the 
divine decrees do not in reality interfere with hu- 
man freedom, properly conſidered. Nor do they 
alter the true nature of Sin, or Holineſs. If, 
therefore, men fin with the full conſent. of their 
will; and exerciſe their faculties according to their 
inclinations ; 3 ,are they not culpable ? ? Vea, are 
they not righteouſly judged” and condemned for 
that in which with their whole hearts they have ſet 
themſelves agginſt God? _ 


f 1 


It is objected, allo, That this doftrine is in 
| oppoſition to many paſſages of ſcripture, which ſpeak 
of God 's unwillingneſs that ſinners ſhould periſh. 
Suppoſe, for the fake of a conciſe anſwer to this, I 
ſingle out one text, as a ſpecimen of thoſe uſually 
againſt our aoarine." Have! any pleaſure at all 
ec that the wicked ſhould die, ſaith the Lord God, 
© and not that he ſhould return from his ways 
« and live ?”— For I have no pleaſure in the 
« death of him that dieth, ſaith the Lord God.” 
( Ezek. xvili. 23, 32). There is an evident diff: 
rence between the decretive will of God, and his 


complacency, or delight In any | as: po action, 
conſſdered in itſelf; | | 
That 


- — — — 
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That God tiasdecreed, forthe konoix uf his ge- 
vermont: and glory of his name, the miſeries 


which impenitent ſinners ſhall endure to eternity, 


Ba certain truth. But this by no means proyes, 
or even implies, that God has any pleafure or de- 


Fehr in ſin or miſery, abſtractedly conſidered. So 
that the text juſt quoted, and others of the fame 
kind, may be received in their literal acceptation, 


vithout militating in the leaſt againſt the doctrine 


we are e defending. | 7 

: Diſfirene . ho illuſtrated this ae, 
by alluding to an exquifite painting, which, if view- 
ed while under the maſter's hand, would exhibit 
many diſmal, unlovely ſhades at firſt, which an 
unſkilful obſerver might pronounce hideous, and 
improper; but, when finiſhed, it would appear 
that all was neceſſary to render the piece compleat, 
and relieve the more brilliant and delicate parts of 
the picture. Juſt ſo, ſome parts of the Lord's 
work, may ſeem undeſirable in themſelves, and 
contrary to infinite benevolence; but when the 
whole ſyſtem. is taken together, it is perfect ſy- 
metry, proportion, and beauty — altogether de- 
firable and praiſe-worthy. This ſhews the neceſ- 
fity of diſcriminating between texts of an univerſal, 
and others of a limited application. The death 
of a ſinner is not a deſirable object in itſelf, but 


as it ſtands connected with the grand œconomy of 


divine government. We could, not juſtly aſcer- 
| tain 
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tain at our entrance into the dominions of an 
earthly prince; that he roled with rigor and eruel - 
ty; becauſe the firſt ohjecẽt which met our eyes, 
was a criminal, ſuffering the agonies of death, by 
his expreſs order. He might, with propriety, 
will, ſuch a ſevere ſtep for the general good, and 
glory of his government; without being ſuppoſed 
to delight in blood. This will illuſtrate the \go+ 
vernment of Jos. 


e 00 this/ conſideration· of the main vb- 


;68ogs againſt our doctrine At may juſt be hinted, 


that any different ſcheme, leſſens no difficulty or ob- 
jection which attends this. If you repreſent God, 
as reluftanc t9 the admiſſion of evil, and the death 
of finhers; yet it remains as much a fact as ever, 
that ſin has entered into the wofld; and fikners do 
everlaſtingly die. Only with this difference, that 


it teads to the Tad concluſion That God is e 
ceedingly pained at the exiſtence of that,  _ 


he . yu has der c to en, 


1 | ine Dania "they leſſened the diffi- 
culty, by aſſerting, that God has permitted, but not 
decreed the exiſtence of evil. If I am not miſta- 
ken, the permiſſion, of ſuch a Being as God is, 
amounts to the ſame as his decree. He is able to 
do any thing ;—to prevent any thing ;—and con- 
trary to his inclination, nothing can exiſt, Who 


can 
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can diſtingviſh- between the permiſſion, and decrees 
of this God ? And who does not ies that the for- F 
n r n oe ns e n 

I proceed, meh to 3 what b pratica in- 
ferences are deducible, from the doctrine thus Ra- 
ted and defended. Many might be 1 | but 
the following are moſt obvibus. 

It leads to the moſt exalted and reverential thoughts 
of 'the ever-bleſſed God. The oppoſite of this, has 
been charged upon us, by ſome; but facts, and 
experience eſtabliſh our remark. When we con · 
ſider God as the great firſt | cauſe of every thing 
which exiſts; and-Jogk at all the wheels of Provi- 
dence, as moved by hig power and appointment; 


it may perplex and hewilder us in our attempts 


to trace him; but it will ſurely impreſs us 
with adoring wonder, at the operation of his 
hands, But amidſt the intrigate mazes of human | 
life—if we loſe ſight of his wiſe plan, and conſtant 
fuperintendence—we ſhall be much more perplexed, 
and have a . fer iow. __— m. his or. 
ous chäracker. 

Nothing can be more natural, than the ſublime 
concluſion, which the inſpired penman has affixed 


to this very ſubject; after amply diſcuſſing it 


through ſeveral chapters. O! the depth of the 
we riches, 'both of the wiſdom and knowledge of 
God! 
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e God] how unſcarchable are his judgnients, and 


te his ways paſt finding out! For who hath known 
te the mind of the Lord? Or, who hath been his 
« counſellor? Or, who hath firſt given to him, 


<« and it ſhall be recompenſed to him again? For 


_ « of him, and through him, and to him are all 
< things; to whom be glory for ever. Amen.“ 
(4 Rom. xi. OY | 


{ 


. affords comfort | to the, people of God, under all 
the darkneſs, fin, aud miſery which takes place.” Re- 
ligion does not extinguiſh our feelings. The ca- 
lamities of life, as naturally produce dejection and 
pain in the boſoms of the godly, as the wicked. 

Indeed, the good man, feels more acutely the af. 


flictions he experiences, than the thoughtleſs profi- 


gate, who hardens his heart againſt the repeated 
ſtrokes of Providence. What then is it which re- 
conciles a pious mind, to occurrences the moſt re- 
pugnant to his feelings and views? ]s it the ſtoi- 
cal idea, that a blind fatality, irreverſibly fixes what- 
ever is, without any connection with means, or a 
wiſely organized ſcheme ? Or, Is it the reſolving 
all into an undeſigning chance, which produces 
events, the moſt unlikely, and unexpected; and 
may defeat the beſt contrived plan? No; neither 
of theſe will ſatisfy the chriſtian's heart. He finds 
relief from deſpondency, while bearing the various 
burdens of life, by viewing every event, as a well- 
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connettert link in the great chu of Providence; 
contrived by infinite wiſdom; and depending on 
God's decree. It is ours, to acquieſce in what 


God appoints: and rejoice in believing; that all 
will infallibly iffue in his glory, and the Ae ge 


0 — _ who truſt i in u e 


10 
wp 


I has an bumbling efe# on the heart of the ſu- 


ner who receives it. Humility is a gracious diſpo- 


ſition; ; which exalts God, in proportion as it lowers 
the pride of the human heart. Nothing can more 
effectually produce or encourage this diſpolton, 
than the reception of this doctrine. Whaever has 


a ſtrong perception of the abſolute ſovereignty of 


God, muſt feel their own inſignificance'; and ad- 
mire and adore his condeſcenſion to their concerns. 
One, well expreſſes this, by obſerving, under an im- 
preſſive ſenſe of the ſovereignty of God and his 
ſuperintendence, and diſpoſal of all concerns, they 
felt like a little moat, floating in the ſun beams. 
On this ſubject, I may alſo appeal to your feelings 
and experience, who know any thing ſavingly of 
the goſpel of Chriſt. Have you not found your- 
ſelves moſt humble, moſt happy, in thoſe moments 


when you have contemplated, with moſt ſeriouſ- 


neſs, the whole plan of creation, providence, and re- 
demption, as wiſely projected in the eternal coun- 


ſels of the Lord, and executed by the continual 


operations 


The immutable Counjels of Jebovab. St 
| operations of his power ? Yes! the human mind, 
under the ſanctifying influences of divine grace, is 
at once abaſed in its own eſteem; and enjoys tha 
ſweeteſt ſenſations of pleaſure, in tracing all the 
lines of Providence, to God as their centre. With 
ſuch views as theſe, the believer is conſtrained often 
to exclaim “ Lord ! what is man, that thou art 
ce mindful of him!“ 5 


To conclude, If this repreſentation be founded 
on fact, the doctrine we have had under conſideration, 
. ought often to be preached and inſiſted upon. It is a 
ſtrange idea with ſome who profeſs to believe in 
the decrees of God, that they ought not to be a 
ſubject of pulpit diſcourſes—or general religious 
inſtruction. They think it has a tendency to hurt 
weak minds—to hinder them in the attainment of 


religious knowledge and Practice —and affords to 
ions oa the truth. 


the infidel, bungen objectio 
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In oppoſition to a e FRY Truth cannot. 
produce a bad effect; a partial repreſentation of 
it, may. There is not a doctrine of chriſtianity, 
but is capable of abuſe, to anſwer the purpoſes of 
_ Phariſees, or Antinomians. But is the goſpel never 
to bepreached, on this account? I think, Preſident 
Edwards ſomewhere remarks, that his diſcourſes 
on the Sovereignty and Decrees of God, had the 


greateſt rendency, of any, to produce ſerious reflec- 
tion, 
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tion, and a religious revival, among his hearers. 
am ſure, from experience, the more theſe things 
are properly explained, and inſiſted upon, the more 


will infidelity loſe ground ;—error hide its head 


abaſhed ;—chriſtian conſolation be more extenſively; 


and permanently enjoyed; —and Gop, the rigsT | 


CAUSE, and CHIEF END of all en alone ſerved 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Els Sermon was firſt printed for the uſe. 
; of the congregation over which the author 
| preſides. And only a few copies were permitted 
to find their way into the hands of ſtrangers. 
But the earneſt requeſt of ſome friends, has at 
length induced him to make it more public. It . 
cannot be denied, that in ſome places, anti-calvi- 
niſtical ſentiments have gained ground: and per- 
- ſons: formerly ſtrenuous defenders of the truth, 
have tamely reſigned it, for the poiſonous hereſies 
of Socinians and Univerſaliſts. It is the wiſh of 
the preacher to tevive in the boſoms of thoſe who 
know the truth; that-ardent attachment to it; and 
that watchful jealouſy; to enſure. its preſervation, 
which diſtinguiſhed the moſt eminent characters, 
whoſe names 4dorn the hiſtory of the church. 


| Birmingham, June 1797. 
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